10 d Step Guide to
Planning Your Playground




Planning your playground is an important job and you will likely have many questions along the way. This
guide aims to help answer many of your questions as well as provide you with educational resources.

Form a Committee

Buildinga playground is a job for your entire J
community. Play brings people together, so start b

gathering local residents, organizations and
professionals to help tackle the different facets of - A\
building a playground. b

L (th@d helpful to form committees for every
phase of the project. Committee skills can be
divided tohelp withorganization, fundraising, §d o N
design, child development and education, ground L > e AN
maintenance, general construction and public o
relations. Diverse expertise will help your project
along much faster than trying to do it all yourself




Determine Project Objectives

Tobegin,yourfirst meetingshould aim to definghe main objectives of the project. Your answers to the following
guestions will help focus your decisiozsd criteria for your playground:

Users Who will be using this playground? What is the age range? Are there any users with physical disabilities?

SpaceHow much space do you have to work with? Are there existing playground pieces in place? What kind of a
available to and from the space?

Budget How much can you afford to spend? Are you limited to a specific amount, or will you be able to add to an |
amount through fundraising activities? What does your budget cover? The cost of the equipment only, or must it
include site preparation, freight charges, protective surfacing, installation, etc.?

Expenseso Consider:
o Site Preparatiom Includes items like permits, installing sidewalks, lighting, grading and drainage.
o Play Equipment The list or purchase price of the playground equipment.

o Equipment Shipping and Storagé& he shipping cost of getting the equipment from the manufacturer to your sit
the site is not prepared, you may need to store the equipment until installation day. If storage is-sibé¢ oyou
may need to allow for another shipping cost.

o Surfacing; The list or purchase price of the surfacing material.
o Surfacing ShippingThe price for shipping the surfacing from the manufacturer to your site.

o Installationg The price of installing the playground equipment (will typically include consumable construction
materials like concrete, gravel and sand

Timeframe What is the timeframe for the project? Do you have a deadline for completing the playground? (This m
a good time to set up a tentative schedule for planning, review, equipment purchase, site preparation and installat

MeasuringsuccessHow will you measure the success of your projeetitint thenumber of kids using? Survey kids,
parents and neighbouring residents? Track maintenance time and costs against initial expeetations



Find a playground consultant who you can trust
with every aspect of the playground building
process, from planning to installation and all

points in between!

Choose a Professional Partner

ThePlayground Guykave built a strong network of trained and certified sales representatives in Western
Canada to work with you oren-one to brainstorm, design, and build the best playspace you could imagine.
Our team provides the following services:

0 FREE site evaluation and inspection

FREE custom playground design and layout

FREE safety and risk management consultation

FREE accessibility consultation

FREE budgeting and fundraising advice

Provide assistance in coordinating installation services
Provide assistance on a custom maintenaposgram
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When analyzing the site consult with the people who
gAft 0S YFIAYyUulAyAy3a GKS
well as those who will be affected by ithildren,
parents, teachers, neighbourhood residents as they
can help provide answers to the following :

Topography The slopeof your site is the most critical elemegbuneed to consider. Even a site that looks level may
have significant elevation changes tlzainaffectdrainage. lis important that surface water drains away from your
playground.

Soit Soil conditions will influence the stability and drainage of your playgrounderstanding théour basic soll
types: sandy, clay, loam awdganic matter soils; will help determine any salidity, stability,and drainagassues that
could occurA landscape architect @ne of our Playground Gugan provide guidance aamy soHrelated issues.

Vegetation Existing vegetation can enhance the perimeter of a play area by providing shade and a more aesthetic
pleasing environment. But it is also important to consider what pests the plants you choose may attract. As you wi
want to avoid using pesticides in areas near where children will play. You also want to avoid thorny oplamcglif
you plan on adding vegetation you may want to consult with a gardener or landscape architect to help choose a vz
of plants to attract birds, provide colour or blooms in different seasons jdamts that best complemergach other.

Utilities: It is important to build your playground in a safe zone with buffer ales®/eenpossible hazards such as
power and telephone lines. But there are also lines underground you need to consider, so it is important to call ele
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department for water and sewer locations just in case.

Circulationand AccessWhen deciding on the layout of your play area, we recommend giving thought to proximity tc
roads, parking, ease of access, pedestrian and bicycle paths, site furnishings and rest rooms. Also consider provit
adequate security in the form of emergency telephones, ease of adult supervision and visibility from the street



Selecting Equipment

When selecting specific events, we recommend you consider:
Ageappropriateness

Variety of activities

Developmental benefits

Liability issues

Cost

Equal opportunity for all potential users &xcess
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Modular Playsystems

Custom create the perfect playspace with our wide variety of play
solutions. Playworld Systems play equipment makes it easy for
you to pick and choose components to facilitate users in their _
favourite activities. This connection of play components can offer B
a wide variety of activity, social interaction, and play challenges V
and exploration. A welllesigned structure can accommodate a
large number of children in a relatively small area

Pre-PlannedPlaysystems

Finding the perfect playground is easy with our wide range of
pre-planned play solutions. Consult with our representatives on
existing predesigns that could fit all you play objectives. The B —
design work is already handled for you. Just select faxaurite

design and go!




Selecting Equipment - Continued

StandAlone Products

Swings, climbers, sandboxes, figtanding slides, and spring riders are typical of
independent play activities that can be added to enhance a playspace. f

SiteAmenities p ‘,;

Benches, Tables, Receptacles are all site amenities that can be used to make § QP
more inviting or complete the recreational needs of users. N |l

Appearance

Do you want playground equipment that blends into its surroundings, or do you
prefer a structure that makes a bold statement? What shapes will look best on
playground?

Safety

It is important to consider safety certification by whichever manufacturer you usg
The Playground Guys ensures that all playground equipment supplied by our
company, not only meets but is also Certified by IPEMA to the Canadian Standard
CAN/CS& 61407 which ensures that your children and grandchildren are playing o
the safest equipment available. Please see our Safety & Certification form for more
details on the products we offer.

Materials

Consider the materials used in the equipment you are contemplating. We do not
provide any wood products as wood cracks veagily,and requiressignificant
maintenance. Some steel products rust quickly in damp or salty areas, making
aluminum or stainless steel a better choice for structural p&t&Armouris

t £ I e g 2 Nadtngaherim@plaslic Polyethylene (PE) coatinigpe 100%
recyclable, durable alternative to traditional PVC coatings. PE coatingstke
Armouraverage a 38% lower carbon footprint than PVC coatings and are safe and

—

easy to dispose oEceArmouris also phthalate free, lead free, and cadmium free, X =
making it safe for our environment and our health. We supply products that are - pi-Free 'y
double coated with a Polyester Powder Coating, providing enhancedsligibie “"‘“J}

pigments for superior UV stability and fade resistance. And the plastic parts used are s ""‘"”
made of highquality pigment resins to prevent color fading and-tdagradation. 3



AT

Hard surfacing such as asphalt and concrete are not
considered suitable for use under and around
playground equipment other than as a base for
Installation or for shock absorbency. According to the A
Canadian Standards Association for playgrounds
there are two distinct categories of approved
playground safety surfacing: unitary and lodgke

Looscle]EgI optionc? cogsist of engilneered ceTtified | "t el LIS Wy W
wood fibre, sand and pea gravel. We supply woo - : : e
fibre options and can help you coordinate the B e —D ==
purchase of bulk materials like pea gravel and sand if
you prefer to use that. Most importantly we adhere

to minimum critical height values based on CSA
standards and will ensure you purchase the right

depth of protective material.

We also provide unitary options lil0fSURFACES

SofTileKrosLOCKI hese shock absorbing, resilient

tiles, provide a guaranteed critical height value and
require little maintenance. The best part is that they
can add aesthetic flare to your playspace as they o U
come in an array of colour options to create a floor N Leaders in Locking Sefety Ties
design of your choice. k ;




The Plan

Consult aPlayground Guyn your area and our team
will be able to provide you with the following for your
plan:

Full Proposal Presentatiog Our rep can provide you
with a full proposal to discuss possible options in any
format you require, including rich multimedia

Scale Desigg Our designers can provide you with a
site planthat shows site boundaries, dimensions,

orientation, component details, and safety
specifications

3-D Images; With our CAD scale designs we also
supply 3D images from different views of your design.
If requested we can provide you with promotional
material including posters to help with fundraising
events

Costsg Once the design and surfacing choices are
made our reps can provide you with a breakdown of

costs and consult on potential costs to consider with
installation and sitgreparation



